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Lawmakers call for Marcellus moratorium

81 Talor Ktgkendall
Registet-Herald Reporter

CHARLESTON 
- Officials kicked off the second round of fighting for inceased tegulation of the

Marcellus shale in West Vitginia aftet the failute to pass a bill intended to regulate ddlling in the increasingly
popular gas source.

This time, lawmakers and surface owner gloups met to announce the signing of a letter urging Randy
Huffman, secretary of tle Department of Environmental Protection, to use his emergency autlodty to halt
the issuance of new horizontal cldlling permits in the Matcellus shale.

Acting Gov. Ead Ray Tomblin has thus fat expressed no intetest in calling for a moratodum or a special
session. Tomblin did add tle caveat that a special session would be considered if thele was an agreement
teached between the House and Senate versions of tle Marcellus rcgulation bill.

In a news conference eatlier this wee\ he asked legislators to budget for additional inspectors, but the final
vetsion of the bill did not include the $2 million request.

In lieu of tegulation, a group of delegates say a tehpolary motatodum on new permits, to last until
tegulation is developed and passed, is necessaty. Sevetal expressed interest in entedng the special session
this summer.

"It's out position that is the only logicai course given tlat ihe legislation for Marcellus &illing failed," said
Delegate Barbata Fleischauer, D -Monongalia.

Fleischauer was one of 19 delegates to sign the letter beforb the Friday announcement. Delegate Rick
Snuffet, R-Raleigh, added his name to the list during 2 news conference calling for the moratorium Friday
moming.

"I would be hesitant to say call for a moratorium, but if the only option is that and tum it over to the DEP
and hope we can find a Iitde more firnding for inspections, ttran I say let's put the moratorium on," Snuffer
said at the news conference. "IWe don't need a study gtoup. We study too much in government. $7e need a
wotking group that will get on this and work on it."

Snuffet and other delegates pointed out that regulation had been a bipartisan effor. Snuffet said a special
session is necessaty for regulation, and he has heard serious concems from nany of his constituents.

'qWe can't iust let the indusfty regulate itself, and we can't iust let the DEP do the iob for us," Snuffet said.
"If we can't get a special session, we need a moratotium udtil we can get a leader that will join our leadet
and we can get this right."
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Fleischauer said many elements of the bill tlat should not have even been conttoversial ended up as points
of disagreemurt among lawmakers and interest groups.

"This is very serious business," she said. "It's very lucmtive; it stands to be very important for our state,
both in terms ofiobs and incomes for individuals and state tax coffers. IJke any other state, our resources
axe limited and we have to make difficult choices, however, this has to be done tesponsibly."

Delegate Mike ManlpennR D-TayIor, said in his home county he has seen operations build roads in
streambeds and cteate floodplains where well pads are built. He added that industry is going latgely
unregulated under cutrent law.

"I've talked to oil and gas drillers vrho haven't seen an inspector in *tee years," Manlpenny said. 'qVith the
minimal ovetsight this industry has, we need rcgulatory ftamewotk now. We can't be waiting another year."

Manypenny also responded to public criticism that envirorimental gtoups may have pushed too hard,
resulting in the bill's failure to pass.

"I don't tlink you can push too hard when it comes to clear v/ater, land and air. Those are the most
important drings we have in this state that make it such a great place to live," Manypenny said. "I'm willing
to fight for those dghts and I'm willing to fight for tle citizens, but I don't want to hurt the industry. That's
why we made concessions."

Deiegate Nancy Gutluie, D-Kanawha, said lawmakers knew there was going to be plenty on their plate for
the Marcellus shale regulations. One of things the industry promises, jobs, she said, has not been as Lpp^aer:rt
as many hoped.

"If you look at Wetzel County, their unemployment 12te was still at 14 percent, "she said. "So, it was pretty
easy to detetmine that jobs and lots of them, good paying jobs, weren't exacdy happening. They were goirg
out-of-state and bringing people from Texas, etc."

She said that despite all of the complexities of tle issues, until the last part of tle session, she was convinced
an agreement on the bills had been reached. Noq she said; industty will be ftee to conduct drilling as it
pleases.

"Without regulation, it's a wildcat indusky, just iike tle coal industry used. to be," Guthrie said.

Lary I( Matheney, sedetary and fteasuret of West Vitginia AFL-CIO, said the Marcellus shale, isn't iust a
labor issue, but a Vest Virginia issue.

'qWe want to see this shale developed to its fi.. lest exten!" Mattreney said. 'qWe want to see iobs created as a
resuit of it for people that want to Iive in West Virginia. We want to have the opportunity to see it
responsibly developed,"

Mattreney said the industry lobby was a strong, powerfii and Ioud voice this session, a voice he said, which
largely originated from big, "multi-nationaf ' colporations "who don't live in west virginia."
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"I think it's about time we start tespecting our resident landowners," he said'

Delegate Hatold Sigler, R-Nicholas, is a lot closer to the isSue than many of the delegates. Dtillers ftom

Chesapeake ate ddlling on sudace ptoperty he owns with his brottrer'

.qJVe had no input into the location, no input on how they built toads actoss our Ptoperty," Siglet said.

Since moving onto his ptopetty, Sigler said, hayfields have been flooded' landslides buried forested land and

an access road has disconnected hitn and his btother ftom one of the fields on their propety.

.,I have had minimal contact with Chesapeake reptesentatiires, and tlat (contact) being hete when they wete

lobbying to improve their situation," Siglr s"id. ;'Ite had a little lip service of lwhat we will do for you'' but

lip service is all that's been."

Siglet said to those who are focused on the dches that may come lrith the Matcellus shale, "look at what

you'rc going to lose in the process. "

Julie Atcher of the \7est Virginia Surface Rights Organization, said the Senate and House were not far ftom

r.".hing ,n agt".ment. A special session she said, would give lawmakers plenty of time to tezc}a an

agreement.

'.Until regulations are in place to protect proPetty ownels and the environment and to ensute adequate

staffing, Jnforcement and tesponsible d.evelopment of this resource, we do not believe tle DEP should

issue aiy new permits until the DEP can responsibly and rbasonably teview, inspect and enfotce," Archet

said.

John Manchester, mayor of Lewisburg, where city council memberc recently passed a tesolution expressing

concem about the failue to pass Marcellus legislation also spoke at the event Fdday.
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