
An Election Day Comeback for Women
tlte state-and in a to*n cnth a 2. pcrcent miaority
popuJation. "We represcat proud femimsts aod civil
rights activists who ran on rhat,'as weil as tie
issuee, Ma^-sh:!l said- A-od Tereec, Miller, thc r.lird
NOW activist, said leners of support for her froa
hec rreo colleaguel helped h:r win a seat oa'Jrc
Morgaato*! City Coun;t

Fleiscbauer said tlet sbc c-'npaigncd on the idee
tbat thc ange gig sas the oost important issue b
tbc state, wherg romca rn-kr ss avcnge of 58
perceat of what men do. Tc ma& tbat tbc
economic deveiopmcat issuc for West Virginir-
Peoph werc vcry intoerL6 ia rhrl'

Irelaad said rbat NOW FiU 56 rdFng tbc crage gap
oatiooal It wil &anc aa econmb acyetopeot
mcssagc for vmco thet wiil torrch o tbc eboh range
of issucs tiat affcct thcir ecomic scority, inf,ludisg
reforaring weihre in a vay th't p*16:s real jobs fc
Forltr, ch-ing tbe eagp gap esi pescfving
aifinnativc actln pograns tbar opca r:p bencr-paybg
pb opctunities o cromca ard nincitier.

NOPs ncobcrship bas b€rs la33acing: Thc
nnmbcr of acr aembcrs for tlc 6rst batr d 1gg5
was tnore th-n dsullc its estire oe?mqnbcrship
for 1991. "A lot of folls have gottcn oves whatevcr
complac$cy s€t i! in 1992,'Ircleld said. And tfut
are bcgitaitg to rrndcrstand that affinnativc actio
is a scapcgoat for tbc fliSht of bbc ovqj623:nrl f6j
tbc gowing gag betweca rich and por.

NOW is relting adr:ntlgc d ncv tecbaologn It
has a World Wide Wcb site oo the Intcrnet-
hltp:i/nor.org.inor-and atr ernril ad&ess-
no*@uor.org. NOW Vice R'esident Rasemary
Dempscy is bcading up a collegc organizing drivc
tbat has ta&es hcr to 50 camguses rhiq year. "Thc
effort's reaped u! gleat beoc6ts. It flies in thc facc
of the nytb tbet yorrng pcopb. . . nra from
alything tiat recks of feainism,' she said- Studeots
were instnrmcntal in defeating al anti-gy imtiative
oo thc litainc ba.llot Tuesday, she said- "A lot of
studcnts are waiting for someooe to gvc thcm a fes
tips" . . . They rant points of entry into thc
women's movemenq into poiitics, into social .
change.'

NOW is poised to r-lo 6tr tlc rigbt by reftanng &G
fanily raiues disclssiooin tems of econmicralucr "'
that protect women's pb$ tbcir ogpornmitics for
advaacenent, their economlc sccurity ald tbet of their
fandies. With tbat kind of message, perbaps eym my ,

foiend the Republican laryerrcril s61 li5laning.

uesday night, I callcd a lawyer frtend of mr-a
who is a geneticaily encoded Republican. ['d
heard earlier in tbc day from a sourcc closc

io her tlat sbe had <ioue tlie ua;hic!;ibie is thr
Virg:aia elecrjos.

"It's tnrc," shc said cheerfully from her homc in
Mcf e-n. 'I'roted Repub[rer for most of thc seat+
but whcs it came to thc School Board, I weat to tlc
Demoaatic sanplc ballot and votd stnight
Dcmocratic. That creationisn stuff just weat way
ovcr thc line. They're not going to bc teaching Ey
boys that in school"

Jhg Qbrisrien Codition aad the hr right Eay
have thought tbey had a Efdoog Rcpublican in thc
palm of theis hand, but whea it caac to tbeir agenda
and hcr cbitrdren, sbc wdkcd.

Tuesda/s vote in lrrginia ras r repudhtion of
much of the draconian Republba ageo&, but it
aiso lias at electiou ic, rqi^iclr Eufii€a --L,r !"4 ag
worn.n wori-a partlcutarty swe€t moment fot
Dcnisc L€c, thc tllrginia cmrdinator for tlc
$3tionel Organizatioa for Womcn "We dcctcd
sornc strong feminist spnrro,'sbG said at a
post clectio round tablc sdnsord by NOW.
"Virglnra bas nadc it unequivocalty dcar to tbc
Christian Coaiitioo and thc right rring tbat re doa't
era.oi to r:ka this direction-'

The NOW round tablc was designcd to introduca
its Equdity Coultdorer Campaig for 19{Xi, shich it
hopes wiil resuit in tickets lbodcd wit! femini*
candidatcs. an tragreccdcatcd otrnber of feruJc
voterg a.aC tbe defcat cf baibt aca.lnrre! such as tbc
Cdifornia initiativc thet rflld dcatrot afErnatiye
action- Rep. Fli+$$ Fursc (DOre.) end NOW
President Patricia lreiand sere spccific about tbc
aeed to elect not right-wing wro&o but thosc vho
geoerally rill rork oo bebalf of romeo. Fursc,
describing thc nrrrcnt Coagrcsr ar anti-roman,
says consenativc romco in partiodar h:vr bcen
unsympa&ctic bo thc progressive wosr€o's agcnda.

Tbrec NOW actiyists told of horr thcy had
supportcd each other and won ot6cc in Wet
Virginie in tbe last fer years, in a nodd of
gra${oots activism that NOW hopcs to replicate
nauoowida Berbara Fleischaucr, a foracr NOW -

statc presidcot, bcca^Ec a stete represeolative. '

Cbarlcsc llarshell, a NOW membcr and actrvist,
becaoe thc mayor of Morgantown, W.Va., and was
naned tie state's mayor of thc year is 1994 . She is
the Erst Alrican American wonan to be a mayor in
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