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FAIRMONT — Now that
Milan Puskar Health Right’s
Fairmont satellite clinic has
been operating for more than
eight months, organizers can
begin to think about expand-
ing the days or at least the
hours that the free clinic serves
patients without insurance.
“What I’d like to do is find a

volunteer physician to work
beside our nurse practitioner
on Thursdays and then look at
the community support to see
if we need another day,” said
Laura Jones, executive direc-
tor of Milan Puskar Health
Right in Morgantown. “It
would be good to have
evening hours because a lot of
our patients are working.”
According to statistics quot-

ed by Jones, about 70 percent
of people nationwide who do
not have health insurance are
employed in some capacity.
“Most of our clients are

working and they have no
health insurance,” Jones said.
“That can be part-time, full-
time, low-wage jobs or jobs
where they offer health insur-
ance but the premiums that
they take out of their paycheck
are so high that they can’t put
gas in the car or pay their utili-
ties.”
These facts emerged

Tuesday afternoon during an
open house to celebrate the
Fairmont satellite clinic, which
began operating last February
and has been serving patients
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on
Thursdays, utilizing two exam
rooms and an office at the

Soup Opera at 425 Quincy St.
in Fairmont.
State Sen. Roman Prezioso,

D-Marion and chair of the
Senate’s Health and Human
Resources committee, was in
attendance, as was Delegate
Barbara Evans Fleischauer, D-
Monongalia, a member of the
same committee in the House
of Delegates as well as a mem-
ber of the clinic’s board of
directors.
“I was surprised to hear

you’re only open one day a
week,” Prezioso said in
remarks officials made before
the official ribbon cutting took
place. “Barbara and I are going
to try to change that.”
As of now, nurse practitioner

Patty Hermosilla works on

Thursdays with the aid of a
medical assistant who comes
down from the main Milan
Puskar Health Right clinic in
Morgantown.
“It’s wonderful that people

who live closer to Fairmont can
come to Fairmont instead of
driving to Morgantown,”
Hermosilla said. “It saves them
gas and it saves them time.”
She also noted that if patients

call ahead prior to Thursday,
prescriptions can be filled at the
Morgantown clinic and the
medical assistant can bring
them down to be picked up

during the Fairmont office’s
hours of operation.
The Fairmont site was

opened with an $80,000
endowment, money William
Johnson donated to Christ
Episcopal Church in Fairmont.
Another $20,000 of money he
left to the church was used as
seed money, said the Rev.
Siobhán E. Patterson of Christ
Episcopal Church.
In addition to those funds,

the state of West Virginia gave
Milan Puskar Health Right
$20,000 with a mandate to use
the money to see more patients,

Jones said.
“We didn’t have to use it to

open a new satellite clinic, but
that’s what we chose to do,”
she said.
In addition to funds — Jones

pointed out that the endowment
can use contributions — the
clinic needs a volunteer physi-
cian in order to expand hours of
operation.
“We’ve been trying to get a

volunteer provider since we
opened,” said business manag-
er Diane Green.
The Soup Opera is open

seven days a week year-round
serving lunch, said director
Shelia Skidmore. When the
Soup Opera traded buildings
with the Fairmont Community
Development Partnership, one
mandate was that eventually,
some of the space be used for a
free clinic.
“It’s been wonderful,” she

said of Milan Puskar Heath
Right’s presence. “It’s some-
thing we always wanted to do.”
Prezioso also thought the

Soup Opera and a health clinic
were a good fit.
“It’s a one-stop shop,” he

said. “West Virginians are a
proud people. Some are just
less fortunate than others. For
some people, it might be diffi-
cult to seek out services when
you don’t have the means for it.
But they shouldn’t be ashamed
of it. Everyone has the right to
health care.”
E-mail Mary Wade Burnside

at mwburnside@timeswv.com.
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Fees effective January 5, 2009

ECONOMY FULL SET DENTURES*............
Custom Full Set Dentures...............................
Custom Single/Partial Denture........................
Premium Full Set Dentures.........................
Reline (each)................................................
Simple Extraction (each)..................................

Full-mouth X-ray (required for extractions).......

 $395
 $685
 $410
 $945
 $145
 $65
 $65

James Flynn Griffith, DDS, Ltd.

NO APPOINTMENT
NECESSARY

EMERGENCY
EXTRACTION SERVICES

FIRST-TIME DENTURE
WEARER PACKAGES

* SAME DAY SERVICE
IF IN BEFORE 9 A.M.

ON-SITE
DENTAL LAB

MINI DENTAL
IMPLANTS

We gladly accept Cash, Checks, Visa, MasterCard and
Discover as payment for our services.

For more information, please call 1-800-DENTURE (1-800-336-8873)
or visit our web site at www.affordabledentures.com

3 WAYS TO SAVE EVEN MORE!

Coupon must be presented when services are provided. Expires 12/31/09

SAVE $100
- on -

Mini Dental
Implants

Offer good only at:
James Flynn Griffith, DDS, Ltd.

A denture stabilization system
that could end your troubles
with loose-fitting dentures.

VALU ABLE  COU PON

SAVE $25 p e r
d e n t u r e

- on -
Custom
Complete

or
Partial Denture

p e r
d e n t u r eSAVE $50

Premium
Complete

or
Partial Denture

- on -

05
02

4-
2

General Dentist
James Flynn Griffith, DDS

106 Tolley Drive
Bridgeport, WV  26330
(304) 842-1995

BUSINESS

To place your ad
on this page

Call Susan Bartholow

304-367-2520

T H R I F T  S H O P
OPEN

Wednesday, �ursday & Friday: 10-6
Saturday: 10-2

•New/Used Merchandise
•New Items Every Day • Books

•Free, Clean, Used Clothing

304.366.1115
45 Corey Road, Whitehall

(Near MPE Rentals)

A Little of

This-n-That

3WAYS
INN

ROUTE 250 SOUTH • 366-9757

Dine In or Carry Out

A FAIRMONT TRADITION
• Steak Hoagies

• Antipasta Salad
• House Dressing

Now Booking
Christmas Parties

SUPPORSUPPORTT
YOURYOUR LOCALLOCAL

BUSINESSES &BUSINESSES &
PROFESSIONALS!PROFESSIONALS!

Bryan Cheslock, Agent

 304-366-4422
2809 White Hall Blvd.

 Farimont, WV

 AUTO - HOME - BUSINESS - LIFE
 LONG-TERM CARE

Expansion of Health Right services is goal

PHOTO BY TAMMY SHRIVER
From left, Mary Schaefer, Carla Satterfield and Diane Green chat during the open house Tuesday
afternoon for the Milan Puskar Health Right Fairmont satellite site at the Soup Opera. The building
has dedicated two exam rooms, office space and a menʼs and womenʼs restroom for the clinic.
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Libraries
closed today

FAIRMONT— The
Marion County Public
Library, Mannington Public
Library and Fairview Public
Library will be closed today
in honor of Veterans Day.
All branches will reopen

Thursday at 9 a.m. The
MCPL Bookmobile will not
run on this date.

Valley Falls
PSD closed

FAIRMONT—Valley
Falls Public Service District
will be closed today for
Veterans Day.
For emergencies, use pager

number 304-987-8065.

White Hall has
a vacant seat

WHITE HALL— The
Town of White Hall is adver-
tising to fill a vacant seat on
council due to the resignation
of Councilman Chad Corley.
Anyone who meets the cri-

teria for councilperson as of
Nov. 9 and is interested in
filling the position is required
to submit a letter of intent to
the town hall no later than
Dec. 1 and appear before
council at the first meeting
held on Dec. 14.
To meet the requirements,

you must be a resident of
White Hall and 18 years of
age.
Letters are to be addressed

to: Town of White Hall, 3
Timrod Drive, White Hall,
WV 26554, Attention:
Charlie Mason, recorder.
For more information, con-

tact the town hall at 304-367-
1687.

Hospice open
house Thursday

FAIRMONT— Hospice
Care will hold its open house
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Thursday at its Fairmont
office at 1406 Country Club
Road.
Hospice Care staff will be

on hand to answer questions
on a variety of subjects
including end-of-life care,
advance directives, medical
power of attorney and infor-
mation on hospice.
It is free and open to the

public. Refreshments will be
provided.

Musical
set at NMHS

FAIRMONT— The North
Marion High School theater
department is bringing to life
the celebrated characters of
“Peanuts” and the gang from
Charles Schultz’s comic strip
as they present the classic
musical, “You’re A Good
Man, Charlie Brown,” in
weekend performances in
November.
The second weekend of

shows will be at 7:30 p.m.
Friday and Saturday, with the
closing show at 2 p.m.
Sunday.
Doors will open at 7 p.m.

for the evening shows and
1:30 p.m. for the matinee.
Tickets can be purchased for
$5 at the door.


