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After-school program boosters lobby in Charleston

Make their case at
legislative luncheon

A MEETING between After
School for All Coalition leaders
and city and county officials |s
scheduled at 1 p.m. Feb. 26 at
the Metropolitan Theater, 373
High St., Morgantown,

BY JAMET L. METZNER
The Dominlon Poat

Representatives from several
Monongalia County after-school
programs urged leglslators to con-
tinue supporting such activities,

"We want to glve children a safe

plece to stay after school when par-
ents aren’t home,” said Lynn
Sobolov, project director for the
Kaleidoscope Community Learn-
ing Centers at Monongalia County
Schools

Soholov made her point Wednes-
day during a lunch with legisla-
tors, parents and studenta

Soholov also leads the After
School for All Coalition of Monon-
galia County, a network of 22 after-
school programs for about 1,200
school-age children, The group
shares ideas and resources, and
works to get joint finding, she said.

Mermber programs Inclods Monon:
galia County BOPARC, Blg-Broth-
ers/Big Sisters, Mountaineer Boys
end Girls Club, Morgantown The.

atre Compeny
and the Youth
Employment
and Assis.
tance Pro-

gram.
el et ha ‘We lﬂ ﬂﬂ'g
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Ui LR 0 fundling” sald
Lelghann
Suinato, 16, a University High School
student and junior volunteer at
The Shack Neighborhood House in
Morgentown. “We have had lots
and lots of fund-ralsers that really
haven't helped much."
Fundraising activities have
included ear washes and standing
on street corners with buckets for
donations, Sainato said.

-

San, Jon Blair Hunter, D-Monon-
galia, said he worked at The Shack
years ago, and understands the
importance of maintaining the afier.
school programs the county has,
and opening even more Programs,

To expand, Hunter sald, youth
programs and serior citizen orga-
nizations should “partner” by shar-
ing facilities by usmg the same
facilities during different times of
day. “I think senlors and younger
people are such a good mix.”

Sen. Mike Oliverlo, D-Monon-
galia said he supports after-school
programs, "It's between the 2:30
and 6:30 p.m. timeframe when chil
dren are unsupervised and need
Wm keep them oceupied,”

gaid.

Oliverio praised the coalition
g8 “an excellent example of a com-
munity pooling together ifs com-
bined resources and suceeeding.”

“We strongly support after-school
initiatives,” said Delagate Barbara
Evans Fleischauer, D-Monongalla,
“We will look into getting busi-
nesses Involved because we balleve
m after school programs.”

Also attending the luncheon
were delegates Bob Beech and Nancy
Houston, both D-Monongelia, and
Delegate Donna Reid Renner, D-
Marion,

Some other delegates could not
attend because the House of Dele-
gates session ended late, and dele-
gates had to attend other sched-
uled committee o caucus events,




